
- 233 -

16th Seoul International Altaistic Conference, Seoul, July 21-22, 2023 

 

Robbeets, Martine & Savelyev (eds.). 2020. The Oxford guide to the Transeurasian 
languages. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Sohn, Ho-min. 2001. The Korean language. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Song, Jaemog. Evidentiality in Korean. In Chungmin Lee and Jinho Park (eds.), Ev-

identials and modals, 412-444. Leiden & Boston, MA: Brill. 
Urban, Matthias. 2015. Lexican semantic change and semantic reconstruction. In 

Claire Bowern & Bethwyn Evans (eds.), The Routledge handbook of historical lin-
guistics, 374-392. London & New York, NY: Routledge.  

Woo, Hyeong Shik. 1987. Myengsahwaso ‘-(u)m, -ki’uy pwunphowa uymikinung 
[Distribution and semantic function of nominalization (+)m, -ki]. Teaching Ko-
rean as a foreign language 12. 119-160. Korean Language Institute Yonsei Uni-
versity. 

Yu, Wonsoo. 2009. Monggoluy enewa mwunhwa [The language and the culture of Mon-
golia]. Seoul: Sonamoo. 
 
 
Online material 
 

Kwon, Mijeong. 2020. “ike ceyka calmoshan kenkayo?” khukey kaplonulpak 
cwungin khathok tayhwa nayyong [“Is it my fault?” Contents of KakaoTalk 
conversations that are highly controversial]. Wikitree. May 3, 2020. 
https://www.wikitree.co.kr/articles/528942. 

Joodoongibangsong. 2023. Ilemyen yecatul coha cwukum khkhkh #shorts [If you 
do this, women will die of joy hahaha #shorts]. Uploaded in January, 2023. 
YouTube, 00:26. https://www.youtube.com/shorts/jY9Hg8T3UdQ. 

Weyntieyyong. 2021. olola thalleynthyum ssununtey cwungkancwungkan ingkhuka 
kyeysok kkunhkim [I'm using Aurora Talentum, but the ink keeps running out 
in the middle.]. DC Inside. October 6, 2021. https://gall.dcinside.com/mgal-
lery/board/view/?id=moonbanggu&no=229615&page=2. 

  

A comparative study of the Korean nominalizer -(u)m and the participle categories 
in Altaic languages as matrix predicates 

 

ABSTRACT 

A comparative study of the Korean nominalizer 
-(u)m and the participle categories 

in Altaic languages as matrix predicates 
 
Jaehong SHIM  
The University of Chicago (Korea) 

 
The nominalized style, characterized by using nominalized clauses as inde-
pendent sentences, has become prevalent among young Korean speakers, 
both online and the spoken variety of the language. This linguistic phenom-
enon challenges traditional notions of subordinate clauses by allowing nom-
inalized clauses to function as main clauses in various pragmatic contexts. 
Drawing insights from Tungusic languages, where participles have under-
gone insubordination to become main clausal categories, this study explores 
the factors influencing the emergence of the nominalized style in Korean. 

The study reveals that the nominalized style shares similarities with the 
intimate speech level of main clauses in Korean by examining speech levels, 
sentence types, and morphological constraints. The intimate speech level 
suffix -e plays a crucial role in shaping the characteristics of nominalized 
clauses. Moreover, the analysis demonstrates that semantic generalization 
in the nominalized style follows a pattern observed in Tungusic insubordi-
nation cases. The semantics of nominalized clauses are constrained by the 
parallel main clause suffix -e, limiting their expansion to certain semantic 
domains. As a result, the nominalized style lacks the ability to express the 
genuine propositive mood. Understanding the dynamics of the nominalized 
style contributes to our understanding of language change and the interac-
tion between linguistic and social factors in contemporary language use. 




